Folliculosebaceous cystic hamartoma with a neural component: an immunohistochemical study.
We present a case of follicular cystic hamartoma, a distinctive cutaneous malformation characterized by marked overgrowth of folliculosebaceous units accompanied by appreciable mesenchymal alterations, including fibroplasia, increased vascular components, and numerous adipocytes. A conspicuous feature of our case is an aggregation of thick trespassing nerve bundles in the deep portion of the neoplasm. An immunohistochemical study revealed the nerve bundles were immunoreactive for the general neuronal marker protein gene product 9.5. The nerves, however, stained negatively with antibodies against neuropeptides such as calcitonin gene-related peptide, substance P, vasoactive intestinal polypeptide, and neuropeptide Y, all of which are known to be contained in normal cutaneous nerves. The presence of these aberrant nerve bundles devoid of the normal expression of neuropeptides supports the concept that folliculosebaceous cystic hamartoma is a true, tumor-like malformation characterized by abnormal overgrowth of normal components of the skin.